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The University of Tennessee Soil Judging team  (SOIL VOLS) qualified for the the national contest from the 
Southeastern Region at a contest hosted by the University of Georgia on October 22nd.  Six teams will represent the
Southeast Region in Oregon in the latter part of April, 2011. Team member were Brent Worley, Kyley Dickson, 
onathon Allen, Kathryn Allen and Jacob Watson. Virginia Tech won the competition followed by West Virginia, 













  Biosystems Engineering  Soil Science  Biosystems Engineering Technology   Environmental Science 
Team 
Rank   
1 Virginia Tech 
2 West Virginia 
3 North Carolina State 
4 Auburn 
5 Clemson 
6 Tennessee Knoxville 
7 Tennessee Tech 
8 Kentucky 
9 Murray State 
10 Tennessee Martin 
11 Western Kentucky 
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Welcome to the latest BESS News.  
Be sure to check out the current Funding Opportunities 
by using the links to the right! 
 






e sure to check out the currently available: 
ESS Funding Opportunities – Click here to view full details of the 
current funding opportunities. 
 

























This event is for everyone including faculty, 
staff, students, retirees, and alumni. 
 
 
Thursday, December 16th 
2:00p.m.-4:00p.m. 















































































































































































































































































































































Lindau Nomination Form 11.13 
 1 
 
Graduate Student Awards to Attend the 61st Meeting of Nobel Laureates 
in Lindau, Germany, June 26 to July 1, 2011 
 
Sponsored by 
 U.S. Department of Energy Office of Science 
National Institutes of Health 
 
Nomination Instructions 
Deadline for nominations: November 1, 2010 
 
Eligibility Requirements: 
To be eligible, a student must  
(1) be a U.S. citizen enrolled at a university as a full-time student;  
(2) have completed by June 2011 at least two years of graduate studies and not more than four years in 
physiology, medicine, or in a related field, including the basic biomedical (or life) sciences;  
(3) be supported by and/or working on a project, grant, or fellowship sponsored by the Department of 
Energy Office of Science (DOE-SC) or the National Institutes of Health (NIH).   
 
Selection Criteria 
DOE-SC and NIH will use similar selection criteria as established by the Lindau Meeting in their deliberations.  
The Lindau Meeting criteria states that graduate students must show a genuine interest in science and research; 
show a strong commitment to their principal field of studies and to interdisciplinary work; have a strong letter of 
recommendation; be in the top of their class; show excellent academic accomplishments; and have produced 
some very good research work. 
 
Number of Nominations per Institution: 
A nomination should be initiated by the student’s research mentor directly to the head of the institution. Each 
institution may submit no more than two DOE-SC-sponsored, and two NIH-sponsored nominees from among all 
the recommended students for each sponsor.  
 
Nomination Requirements: 
The complete nomination includes (1) this form, (2) a one-page personal resumé of the student, (3) a one page 
statement by the student on why participation in the meeting is important for the student’s graduate education, 
and (4) a one-page letter of reference by the student’s mentor. 
 
Deadline: 
All official institutional nomination packages must be submitted by 4:00 p.m. EST on Monday, November 1, 
2010. 
 
The Nomination Process occurs in three phases: 
Phase One: The student’s mentor should transmit the nomination form and other required documents to the 
head of the institution (President, Chancellor, or Director or his or her designee) for consideration as one of the 
institution’s nominees. The institution’s nominations are then submitted by the head of the institution or 
designee (and not by the student’s mentor). The official submission site is 
https://www2.orau.gov/lindaunomination/nomination.aspx.  
Phase Two: The sponsors – DOE-SC and NIH – pick a total of 55 students from their applicant pools for 
nomination to the Lindau Meeting.  All students selected in Phase Two will be fully sponsored to attend the 
Lindau Meeting if selected in Phase Three. 








Students selected in Phase Two for recommendation to the Council for the Lindau Meeting for this program will 
be notified by December 1, 2010, using the contact information provided in section B on the nomination form.  
 
Questions about eligibility: 
DOE-SC: Aaron Datesman, aaron.datesman@science.doe.gov, 202-287-6132 
NIH: Michael Rogers, rogersm@nigms.nih.gov, 301-594-3827 
 
Questions on submission of the nomination package:  Sam Held, Oak Ridge Institute for Science and 

























Eligibility Criteria and Nomination Process Information  
for Academic Departments Only. 
2011-2012 J. Wallace & Katie 
Dean Graduate Fellowships 
Eligibility Criteria:  First-time enrollee in Fall 2011 in a graduate degree program at UTK. 
 Applicants must be admitted (or admitted conditionally) to a degree program 
by the Office of Graduate Admissions by March 25, 2011. 
 Full-time registration required for Fall 2011 and Spring 2012 (a minimum of 
9 hours each semester). 
 U.S. citizens, permanent residents, and international applicants are eligible. 
 Nominees must be recipients of assistantships of at least 25% FTE. 
Nomination Process:  Each academic department may select and submit for nomination one 
highly qualified graduate applicant to its program/programs for Fall 2011.   
 Submit completed fellowship application (enclosed) for the nominee along 
with a professional goals essay written by the nominee.  Applicants should 
submit this material to the academic department no later than February 25, 
2011 so that the department may review it.  Only one nomination will be 
accepted per academic department. 
 The Director of Graduate Studies should write a nomination statement 
providing supporting information, such as rank in cohort and any additional 
qualifications or considerations not included in the application form. 
 Forward the nomination to the Graduate School, 111 Student Services 
Building, CAMPUS 0211, by March 4, 2011.  Nominations received after 
this date will not be included in the competition.  Only complete 
applications will be eligible for inclusion in the award process. 
 A fellowship committee composed of faculty members will review all eligible 
nominations, and awards will be made on the basis of that review.  The 
strength of the nomination statement will be a critical part of the 
nomination. 
 Awards will be announced by March 25, 2011, to the departments.  
Departments should notify the awardees by telephone or email of the award 
and the deadline for acceptance. 
 Awardees must notify the Graduate School via email by April 15, 2011, of 
their intentions to accept or decline the award.  Awards not accepted by this 
deadline will be reassigned. 
If you have questions, please contact Dr. Joy DeSensi at (865) 974-2475. 













Plant Genome Research Program (PGRP)  
Available Formats:  
HTML: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11500/nsf11500.htm?WT.mc_id=USNSF_179  
TXT: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11500/nsf11500.txt?WT.mc_id=USNSF_179  
PDF: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11500/nsf11500.pdf?WT.mc_id=USNSF_179  
 
 
The UT Office of Alumni Affairs is coordinating an excellent career mentoring program for UT students.  
The Tennessee Apprentice Program is in its third year and we are currently recruiting students for the 2011 
program.  Student applications are due Friday, January 21st, 2011 and a signed UT faculty or staff reference 
form is due Friday, January 28th, 2011.   
 
An apprenticeship allows students to explore potential future careers and engage with alumni at their place of 
work for a half-day or full day experience.  Through this experience students may broaden their network and 
gain a better understanding of their prospective career interest. 
 
Students must be at least in their second year in order to apply to the program.  Application materials and 
information related to the program may be found at the Tennessee Apprentice Program website.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
